
 
March 17, 2025 
 

ABC NEWS STUDIOS ANNOUNCES ‘LAST DAYS OF GENE HACKMAN: ABC NEWS 
SPECIAL,’ AIRING TUESDAY, MARCH 18, ON ABC  

 
The One-Hour Special Explores the Final Days of Legendary Actor Gene Hackman and His Wife, 

Betsy Arakawa, Who Were Found Dead in Their New Mexico Home 
 

 
ABC News Studios* 

 
ABC News Studios’ timely new primetime special “Last Days of Gene Hackman: ABC News Special” 
airs Tuesday, March 18 (10:01-11:00 p.m. EST), on ABC, streaming next day on Hulu. The one-hour 
film takes a deep dive into the last days of beloved actor Gene Hackman and his wife, Betsy Arakawa, 
after they were mysteriously found dead in their New Mexico home. The special provides a detailed 
look at the investigation into the deaths that shocked the public, with an outpouring of grief and 
condolences from friends and fans of the acclaimed actor. 
 
The puzzling and saddening details of the couple’s death unfolded over the course of a couple weeks, 
with new information from cell phone forensics revealing calls made by Betsy to a concierge medical 
group just before her death. The special includes interviews with Santa Fe County Sheriff Adan 
Mendoza, who takes viewers through the timeline of events as the details of the investigation 
unfolded, ABC News correspondent Trevor Ault, ABC News entertainment correspondent Chris 
Connelly, and local friends of Gene and Betsy. 
 
“Last Days of Gene Hackman: ABC News Special” is produced by ABC News Studios. Muriel 
Pearson serves as executive producer, and David Sloan is senior executive producer.  
 

https://www.hulu.com/welcome


About ABC News Studios 
Winner of four 2024 News and Documentary Emmy Awards, ABC News Studios is inspired by ABC 
News’ trusted reporting and is an award-winning, premium news and documentary original 
production house and commissioning partner of series and specials. ABC News Studios champions 
untold and authentic stories driving the cultural zeitgeist spanning true-crime, investigations, pop 
culture and news-adjacent stories. ABC News Studios’ original titles include critically acclaimed 
documentaries “Pretty Baby: Brooke Shields,” “BRATS,” “Sound of the Police,” “The Lady Bird 
Diaries,“ “Aftershock,” and “Patrice: The Movie.” Other popular docuseries and documentaries 
include “Scamanda,” “The Fox Hollow Murders: Playground of a Serial Killer,” “Betrayal: A 
Father’s Secret,” “Sins of the Parents: The Crumbley Trials,” “Wild Crime,” “Mormon No More,” 
“The Randall Scandal: Love, Loathing, and Vanderpump” and “Jelly Roll: Save Me.” 
 
*COPYRIGHT ©2024 American Broadcasting Companies, Inc. All photography is copyrighted material and is for editorial 
use only. Images are not to be archived, altered, duplicated, resold, retransmitted or used for any other purposes without 
written permission of ABC. Images are distributed to the press in order to publicize current programming. Any other 
usage must be licensed.  
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