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DISNEY AND ABC PRESENT ‘BEAUTY AND THE BEAST: A 30TH CELEBRATION,’ 
A ONE-NIGHT ONLY REIMAGINATION OF THE CLASSIC FILM,  

AIRING THURSDAY, DEC. 15 
  

Multihyphenate Jon M. Chu To Executive Produce ABC Special Event, 
Hamish Hamilton Set To Direct 

  
In honor of the 30th anniversary of the beloved Disney animated classic and its Academy Award® 
nomination for Best Picture, The Wonderful World of Disney and ABC are thrilled to present “Beauty 
and the Beast: A 30th Celebration.” This two-hour animated and live-action blended special will pay 
tribute to the original Disney Animation’s “Beauty and the Beast” and its legacy by showcasing the 
fan-favorite movie, along with new memorable musical performances, taking viewers on a magical 
adventure through the eyes of Belle. “Beauty and the Beast: A 30th Celebration” airs THURSDAY, 
DEC. 15 (8:00-10:00 p.m. EST), on ABC, and will be available the next day on Disney+. The esteemed 
Jon M. Chu (“Crazy Rich Asians”), who is currently in an overall deal with Disney Television Studios, 
is set to executive produce with Hamish Hamilton set to direct. The talented cast, whose performances 
will be seamlessly woven through the original feature film, will be announced at a later date.  
 
The special presentation includes live never-before-seen musical performances and features brand-
new sets and breathtaking costumes inspired by the classic story. Each performance is created to pay 
homage while also adding to the iconic story for viewers at home. Songs from the original animated 
classic will be performed in front of a live audience at Disney Studios. 
 
“‘Beauty and the Beast’ is a timeless story and we’re so fortunate to work with creative mastermind 
Jon M. Chu and veteran director Hamish Hamilton to bring a modern twist to this beloved classic for 
an unforgettable night of Disney magic,” said Craig Erwich, president, Hulu Originals and ABC 
Entertainment. “Stacked with unforgettable performances, this will be a must-see special event for 
fans of the original and for the new generation being introduced to this cherished tale.” 
  
“‘Beauty and the Beast’ was always a game-changing cinematic experience for me,” said executive 
producer Jon M. Chu. “When the animated movie came out, I watched it multiple times in the first 
weekend. It showed me the outer limits of what animated artists and storytellers could achieve, so the 
fact that I get to executive produce a tribute to all the creatives that made this masterpiece through 
our Electric Somewhere company is a dream I didn’t even think was possible. With world-class 
creatives and talent to reinterpret the classic musical numbers (with a few surprises), I can’t wait for 
the audiences, in person and at home, to experience what we have in store for them. It’s a true 
celebration of creativity.” 
 
This year, 2022, marks the 30th anniversary of when Disney Animation’s “Beauty and the Beast” 
became the first animated film to be nominated for Best Picture at the Academy Awards®. The film 



went on to win the Golden Globe® Award for Best Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy, while the 
theme song “Beauty and the Beast” won the Academy Award for Best Original Song in 1992. 
  
Jon M. Chu is known for his visually stunning blockbuster films as well as his kinetic work across 
various genres, from groundbreaking series to commercials and films. He most recently helmed the 
critically acclaimed adaptation of Lin-Manuel Miranda’s Tony® Award-winning musical “In the 
Heights” for Warner Bros. Studios as well as the worldwide phenomenon “Crazy Rich Asians,” which 
was nominated for numerous awards, including a SAG Award, a Golden Globe and PGA Award. It 
is one of the top 10 highest-grossing romantic comedies of all time and the highest in a decade. It was 
also the first contemporary studio picture in more than 25 years to feature an all-Asian cast and 
opened up a new chapter in Asian American representation in Hollywood.   
 
Currently, he is prepping production of Universal’s “Wicked,” the feature-film adaptation of the 
record-breaking musical phenomenon which will star Academy Award-nominated actress Cynthia 
Erivo and Ariana Grande. He is also in development on Dr. Seuss’ “Oh, The Places You’ll Go!” with 
Warner Bros. and JJ Abrams’ Bad Robot, which will be his first animated film. His previous films 
include “GI. Joe: Retaliation,” “Now You See Me 2,” “Justin Bieber’s Never Say Never” and many 
more representing over $1.3 billion in the worldwide box office.   
 
Additionally, his unique storytelling ability has earned him the honor of being on the Hollywood 
Reporter’s Power 100 list as well as Variety’s New Hollywood Leaders. 
 
“Beauty and the Beast: A 30th Celebration” is produced by Done+Dusted in association with Walt 
Disney Television Alternative and Electric Somewhere. Executive producers are Jon M. Chu, Caitlin 
Foito, Hamish Hamilton, Raj Kapoor, Richard Kraft and Katy Mullan. Hamish Hamilton will serve as 
director.  
 
About ABC Entertainment 
ABC Entertainment’s compelling programming includes “Grey’s Anatomy,” the longest-running 
medical drama in primetime television; ratings juggernaut “The Bachelor” franchise; riveting 
dramas “Big Sky,” “The Good Doctor,” “A Million Little Things,” “The Rookie” and “Station 19”; 
trailblazing comedies “Abbott Elementary,” “The Conners,” “The Goldbergs,” “Home Economics” 
and “The Wonder Years”; popular game shows, including “The $100,000 Pyramid,” “Celebrity 
Family Feud,” “The Chase,” “Press Your Luck” and “To Tell the Truth”; star-making sensation 
“American Idol”; “Judge Steve Harvey,” the network’s strongest unscripted series debut in a year; 
reality phenomenon “Shark Tank”; family favorites “America’s Funniest Home Videos” and “Holey 
Moley”; “General Hospital,” which has aired for more than 55 years on the network; and late-night 
talk show “Jimmy Kimmel Live!”; as well as the critically acclaimed, Emmy® Award-winning “Live 
in Front of a Studio Audience” specials. The network also boasts some of television’s most 
prestigious awards shows, including “The Oscars®,” “The CMA Awards” and the “American Music 
Awards.” 
 
ABC programming can also be viewed on Hulu. 
 
Photography and video available at www.dgepress.com/abc/. 
 



About Done+Dusted 
Done+Dusted is a global entertainment group with offices in Los Angeles, London and Abu Dhabi 
and the preeminent producer of live television events in the world; creating and capturing the 
moments that make headlines and shape culture. Whether it is producing “The Emmys,” “The Little 
Mermaid Live!,” “Mariah Carey’s Magical Christmas Special,” “The Disney Family Singalong”– or 
any of the other 300+ productions D+D have bought to life, everything they produce bears the 
distinct badge of quality that makes it, unequivocally… Done+Dusted. 
 
About Electric Somewhere  
ELECTRIC SOMEWHERE is the production company of filmmaker Jon M. Chu, who runs the 
company with his television producing partner Caitlin Foito. Chu is known for impactful 
representation through meaningful spectacle and Electric Somewhere is building on that brand 
through their multi-year overall deal with 20th Television where they have set up several high-
profile projects including THE COMPANY YOU KEEP starring Milo Ventimiglia for ABC. Other 
projects are set at Hulu, FX, Disney+, and Netflix. 
 
For more information on “Beauty and the Beast: A 30th Celebration” (#BeautyAndTheBeast30th), 
visit abc.com and follow ABC on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube. 
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