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PERFORMERS AND ADDITIONAL CELEBRITY GUESTS ANNOUNCED FOR 
ABC’S ‘NORMAN LEAR: 100 YEARS OF MUSIC AND LAUGHTER’  

AIRING THURSDAY, SEPT. 22 
  

The Special Will Feature Star-Studded Performances by 
 Anthony Anderson, Kristen Bell, Ledisi, Justina Machado, Tracee Ellis Ross, Kelly Rowland, 

Amber Stevens West and Michelle Williams  
 

 
ABC* 

 
Honoring the life and legacy of the remarkable storyteller, activist and philanthropist Norman Lear, 
ABC has announced additional celebrity attendees as well as musical and comedy performers set to 
appear in the special celebration, “Norman Lear: 100 Years of Music and Laughter.” The star-studded 
evening airs THURSDAY, SEPT. 22 (9:00-11:00 p.m. EDT), on ABC and available the next day on 
Hulu.  
 
Special guests set to celebrate Norman through speeches and comedy performances include Asante 
Blackk, George Clooney, Laverne Cox, Isabella Gomez, Emily Hampshire, Tom Hanks, Rita Moreno, 
Ms. Pat, Jay Pharoah, Rob Reiner, Aida Rodriguez and George Wallace. Special musical performances 
paying tribute to iconic sitcom theme songs will also be featured throughout the evening and will be 
performed by Anthony Anderson, Kristen Bell, Ledisi, Justina Machado, Tracee Ellis Ross, Kelly 
Rowland, Amber Stevens West, Michelle Williams and more.  
  
As previously announced, Jennifer Aniston, Jimmy Kimmel, Amy Poehler and Octavia Spencer are 
also set to appear in the special.  



  
The one-night-only celebration features intimate conversations, special performances and surprise 
reunions that pay homage to the man behind some of television’s greatest stories in celebration of his 
100th birthday. “I’ve always believed music and laughter have added time to my life. I’ve seen a lot 
throughout my 100 years, but I would’ve never imagined America having a front-row seat to my 
birthday celebration,” said Lear.  
  
“Norman Lear: 100 Years of Music and Laughter” is produced by Done+Dusted. Executive producers 
are David Jammy, Brent Miller, Garrett English, Raj Kapoor and Eric Cook. James Merryman is set to 
direct. 
 
About ABC Entertainment 
ABC Entertainment’s compelling programming includes “Grey’s Anatomy,” the longest-running 
medical drama in primetime television; ratings juggernaut “The Bachelor” franchise; riveting 
dramas “Big Sky,” “The Good Doctor,” “A Million Little Things,” “The Rookie” and “Station 19”; 
trailblazing comedies “Abbott Elementary,” “The Conners,” “The Goldbergs,” “Home Economics” 
and “The Wonder Years”; popular game shows, including “The $100,000 Pyramid,” “Celebrity 
Family Feud,” “The Chase,” “Press Your Luck” and “To Tell the Truth”; star-making sensation 
“American Idol”; “Judge Steve Harvey,” the network’s strongest unscripted series debut in a year; 
reality phenomenon “Shark Tank”; family favorites “America’s Funniest Home Videos” and “Holey 
Moley”; “General Hospital,” which heads into its milestone 60th season on the network; and late-
night talk show “Jimmy Kimmel Live!”; as well as the critically acclaimed, Emmy®Award-winning 
“Live in Front of a Studio Audience” specials. The network also boasts some of television’s most 
prestigious awards shows, including “The Oscars®,” “The CMA Awards” and the “American Music 
Awards.” 
  
ABC programming can also be viewed on Hulu.  
  
About Done+Dusted 
Done+Dusted is a global entertainment group with offices in Los Angeles, London and Abu Dhabi 
and the preeminent producer of live television events in the world; creating and capturing the 
moments that make headlines and shape culture. Whether it is producing “The Emmys,” “The Little 
Mermaid Live!,” “Mariah Carey’s Magical Christmas Special,” “The Disney Family Singalong”– or 
any of the other 300+ productions D+D have bought to life, everything they produce bears the 
distinct badge of quality that makes it, unequivocally… Done+Dusted. 
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Follow ABC Publicity on Twitter and Instagram. 
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