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National Geographic Launches Four-Part Podcast Series, the
Soul of Music, Featuring Musicians and National Geographic
Explorers in Conversation on Music and Exploration



TRAILER HERE KEY ART HERE INTERVIEWS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST WASHINGTON,
D.C. (Feb. 3, 2023) – National Geographic will commemorate Black History Month with its flagship
podcast, “Overheard,” through a month-long, four-part series of episodes focused on music and
exploration featuring influential Black musicians and accomplished National Geographic Explorers.
The weekly series, THE SOUL OF MUSIC, premieres on Feb. 7 and drops every Tuesday through
Feb. 28. It comes as National Geographic rings in its 135th anniversary with an emphasis on
celebrating its creative and explorer community. Hosted by “Overheard” producer Khari Douglas and
edited by Carla Wills, manager of audio, these four episodes will feature world-famous
musicians Rhiannon Giddens, Sampa the Great, Chief Xian aTunde Adjuah (formerly Christian Scott)
and Meklit Hadero in conversation with Nat Geo Explorers Alyea Pierce, Danielle Lee, Justin
Dunnavant and Jahawi Bertolli. The Explorers and artists will discuss how nature, history and culture
influence their work, what music inspires their adventures, and how they address some of the world’s
most pressing and complicated issues through art and exploration. “As global storytellers, we all
have a responsibility to engage in cultural archeology to explore our past and to understand our
shared history. Music is the perfect medium to inspire exploration and create bridges to the past.
‘The Soul of Music’ series on ‘Overheard’ does just that. It inspires us to embrace our shared
humanity and the desire to be understood,” said executive producer Davar Ardalan. The four-
episode lineup includes the following:

Feb. 7 – Musician Rhiannon Giddens and Explorer Alyea Pierce: Nat Geo Explorer and
poet Alyea Pierce talks with GRAMMY?-winning musician Rhiannon Giddens about the
origins of the banjo, her new opera “Omar,” and how she finds inspiration through history.

https://www.dgepress.com/natgeo/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2024/05/National-Geographic-2-3-2023_Release.jpeg
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/podcasts/overheard/article/introducing-the-soul-of-music
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/jxi3bhoowiqwtga/AABVInpCnGPtevmM3asJzl8da?dl=0
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/podcasts/overheard/article/introducing-the-soul-of-music
https://www.rhiannongiddens.com/
https://sampathegreat.com/
http://www.chiefadjuah.com/
https://www.meklitmusic.com/
https://explorer-directory.nationalgeographic.org/alyea-pierce
http://about.me/DNLee
https://justindunnavant.com/
https://justindunnavant.com/
https://www.jahawi.com/


Feb. 14 –  Musician Sampa the Great and Explorer Danielle Lee: Nat Geo Explorer and
wildlife biologist Danielle Lee meets rapper Sampa the Great to discuss learning through
stories, being a foreigner in a new country, and mental health therapy through nature.

Feb. 21 – Musician Chief Xian and Explorer Justin Dunnavant: Nat Geo Explorer and
archaeologist Justin Dunnavant sits down with GRAMMY-nominated trumpeter Chief Xian to
discuss ancestral memory, creating new instruments, and stretch music — an expansion of
jazz.

Feb. 28 – Musician and Explorer Meklit Hadero with Explorer Jahawi Bertolli: Nat Geo
Explorer and musician Meklit Hadero discusses her transmedia storytelling project, which tells
the stories of immigrant, migrant and refugee musicians, with Nat Geo Explorer and marine
and wildlife cinematographer Jahawi Bertolli.

Starting Feb. 7, THE SOUL OF MUSIC podcast series will be available on Apple Podcasts and
wherever podcasts are found. For more of National Geographic’s Black History Month
content, visit natgeo.com/race. PRESS CONTACTS:  Anna
Kukelhaus, anna.kukelhaus@natgeo.com, (202) 258-8020 Natalia Colon, natalia.colon@natgeo.com,
(407) 484-1026 *Embeddable trailer and full episodes available upon request.
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