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** Ratings Report for ABC News’ “World News Tonight with David Muir” 

For the week of Sept. 20, 2021 

 

‘WORLD NEWS TONIGHT WITH DAVID MUIR’ WINS PREMIERE WEEK OF THE 2021-2022 

SEASON — AS THE #1 NEWSCAST ON ALL OF BROADCAST AND CABLE ACROSS THE 

BOARD — TOTAL VIEWERS, ADULTS 25-54 AND ADULTS 18-49 

 

‘World News Tonight’ Leads NBC by Largest Premiere Week Margin in 26 Years, by 1.3 Million 

Total Viewers and Leads CBS by 3.2 Million Total Viewers 

 

‘World News Tonight’ Is the #2 Most-Watched Program on All of TV for the Week 

 

 
ABC News* 

 

“World News Tonight with David Muir” opened the 2021-2022 season as the No. 1 evening newscast 

across all of broadcast and cable in Total Viewers (7.997 million), Adults 25-54 (1.554 million) and 

Adults 18-49 (1.048 million) for the week of Sept. 20, 2021, based on Live + Same Day Data from 

Nielsen Media Research. Leading premiere week for the 2nd year in a row, “World News Tonight” 

outperformed “NBC Nightly News” (6.719 million, 1.257 million and 886,000, respectively) by 1.278 

million Total Viewers, by 297,000 Adults 25-54 and by 162,000 Adults 18-49. 

 

“World News Tonight” increased its lead over NBC year-to-year in Total Viewers (+9% - 1.278 

million vs. 1.175 million), Adults 25-54 (+61% - 297,000 vs. 185,000) and Adults 18-49 (+56% - 162,000 

vs. 104,000) to post its largest premiere week margins over NBC in 26 years in Total Viewers and 

Adults 25-54 and in 20 years in Adults 18-49 — since 1995-1996 and the 2001-2022 seasons, 

respectively. 

 

“World News Tonight” ranked as the No. 2 program of the week in Total Viewers (7.997 million) 

on all of television (excluding sports and syndication). 

 



“World News Tonight” has won the last 148 weeks in Total Viewers and 76 of the last 78 weeks in 

Adults 25-54 and Adults 18-49. 

 

For the 2nd week in a row, “World News Tonight” posted week-to-week increases in all key target 

demos: Total Viewers (+1%/+114,000 - 7.997 million vs. 7.883 million), Adults 25-54 (+7%/+101,000 - 

1.554 million vs. 1.453 million) and Adults 18-49 (+5%/+46,000 - 1.048 million vs. 1.002 million). 

 

“World News Tonight” widened its lead over NBC week-to-week in Adults 25-54 (+20% - 297,000 

vs. 247,000). 

 

For the week, “World News Tonight” (7.997 million, 1.554 million and 1,048 million, respectively) 

defeated “CBS Evening News” (4.777 million, 841,000 and 583,000, respectively) by 3.220 million 

Total Viewers, by 713,000 Adults 25-54 and by 465,000 Adults 18-49.  

 

ABC’s “World News Tonight with David Muir” airs 6:30-7:00 p.m. EDT on ABC. Almin 

Karamehmedovic is the executive producer of the broadcast. 

EVENING NEWS (Week of Sept. 20, 2021): 

 
 

Source: The Nielsen Company, NTI Total Viewers, Adults 25-54 and Adults 18-49 Live + SD Current Week (w/o 9/20/21), 

Previous Week (w/o 9/13/21) and Year-Ago Week (w/o 9/21/20). Nielsen ratings for ABC, NBC and CBS include additional 

airings in select markets. Beginning 8/31/20, national ratings also include Out of Home (OOH) viewing. Averages based on 

regular telecasts.  

 

*COPYRIGHT ©2021 American Broadcasting Companies, Inc. All photography is copyrighted material and is for editorial 

use only. Images are not to be archived, altered, duplicated, resold, retransmitted or used for any other purposes without 

written permission of ABC. Images are distributed to the press in order to publicize current programming. Any other usage 

must be licensed. Photos posted for Web use must be at the low resolution of 72dpi, no larger than 2x3 in size. 

 

PRESS RELEASE: https://bit.ly/3EYg3ag  
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